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REDUCE, REUSE AND RECYCLE

Reduction – Using less material to get the job done. Source reduction lessens the manpower effort, 
amount of material that must be recycled and the volume of waste.

Reusing – Refers to the reuse of a material either for its original purpose or in a new role, without any 
major modification. Computers, cardboard products, wooden shipping pallets and office furniture all 
typically have more than one life at MIA.

Recycling – The act of processing used or abandoned materials for use in creating new products.

MATERIALS RECYCLED

2005 - 2006

PAPER                             510,814 pounds

FLUORESCENT LIGHTS        36,394 feet

TIRES                                  30 metric tons

USED OIL                              2,895 gallons

BATTERIES                          2,440 pounds

CARPET                                   5,000 yards

CONTAMINATED FUEL    514,077 gallons

COOLANT / ANTIFREEZE       385 gallons

ELECTRONICS                            232 units

USED OIL FILTERS                       3 drums

CONTAMINATED SOIL    350,000  c/yards

LOST AND FOUND  Returned 8,594 items

Auctioned 13,876 items

TONER CARTRIDGES              1,500 units

CARDBOARD                            (in process)

WOOD PALLETS                       (in process)
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REMEDIATION

MIA has always taken a very proactive approach in protecting its soil and groundwater by closely 
monitoring, promptly responding and remediating, if necessary, any spillage incidents, to protect 
human health and the environment. In addition to spills, MIA uses different cleanup methods to 
remove toxic and hazardous materials from impacted areas, such as mold and asbestos 
abatement in buildings. Also, remediation technologies involve excavation of impacted soils and 
subsequent thermal treatment, or treat the contamination on-site without removing the soils.

5 - Since 1993, MIA has cleaned over 5 billion gallons of groundwater from the Biscayne Aquifer, and 1 million tons of contaminated soil   -

Remediation is the removal of 
pollution or contaminantsfrom the 
environment (soil, groundwater, 
air or surface water)

Since 1993, MIA has spent over $200 million to:

- Clean over five billion gallons of groundwater from the Biscayne Aquifer – our primary source of drinking water.
- Recover more than 100,000 gallons of petroleum products from the underground.
- Remove over 200 underground fuel tanks that pose an environmental threat.
- Remove, treat, recycle and properly dispose of more than one million tons of contaminated soil.
- Complete asbestos abatement and/or demolish buildings containing asbestos at an approximate cost  of $25 million.
- Reduce VOC (volatile organic compounds) emissions by 12% since 1999.


