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SYRIA ARAB REPUBLIC “Cradle of Civilization”

Head of State/Government: Ahmed al-Sharaa

Capital city: Damascus

Population: 24 million, est.

Independence: April 17, 1947 (Evacuation Day — Final independence
from France).

Syria’s history extends back hundreds of thousands of years, making it
one of the oldest continuously inhabited regions on Earth. It lies at the
heart of the Fertile Crescent, often called the Cradle of
Civilization—a sweeping arc of fertile land that includes parts of modern
Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine, Israel, Syria, Turkey, Iran, Iraqg, and
Cyprus. This region nurtured some of the earliest Neolithic communities
and later gave rise to influential ancient cities such as Ebla, which flourished between roughly
3000 and 2400 BCE and developed far-reaching commercial networks across the Near East.

In the modern era, Syria transitioned from centuries of Ottoman rule to French mandatory control
following World War |, before gaining full independence in 1946. The mid-20"" century was
marked by political instability, culminating in the rise of the Ba’ath Party and the Assad family’s
long-standing rule beginning in 1971. Internal tensions and calls for reform eventually led to the
2011 uprising, which escalated into a prolonged civil war with profound humanitarian and
geopolitical consequences. Recent political shifts have brought an end to decades of Assad family
leadership, ushering in a new transitional phase for the country.

Fun Facts About Syria

Syria — Cradle of Civilization: Syria has six UNESCO World Heritage Sites, including the ancient
cities of Aleppo, Bosra, Damascus, and Palmyra, the ancient villages of Northern Syria, and the
crusader castles of Crac des Chevaliers and Qal’at Salah EI-Din. Damascus is considered one of the
world’s oldest continuously inhabited cities. Founded around the 3™ millennium BC, Damascus is
also mentioned in the Bible’s Book of Genesis.

In 2001, Pope John Paul Il became the first pope to enter a mosque, visiting the Umayyad Mosque
in Damascus. The Umayyad Mosque (or Great Mosque of Damascus) is the earliest surviving stone
mosque. Built between 705 and 715, it is often considered Islam’s fourth-holiest place of worship.

The World’s First Alphabet Comes from Syria: The ancient city of Ugarit (modern-day Ras Shamra)
produced one of the earliest known alphabets. This 3,400-year-old script laid the groundwork for
many modern writing systems. Ebla’s Royal Archives Preserved Over 17,000 Tablets. Discovered
in northern Syria, in the ancient kingdom of Ebla, produced one of the largest archives of
cuneiform tablets ever found, revealing extensive records of trade, diplomacy, and daily life.

Syria is home to the world's oldest library. In 1974, the ancient city of Ebla was discovered, along
with around 1,800 clay tablets dating to around 3,000 BC. The world’s oldest church foundations
lie in Syria. The remains of the Dura-Europos house church, dating to the 3™ century AD, are
considered the oldest surviving Christian church building. Syrian soap is the ancestor of modern
soap. Aleppo’s famed laurel oil soap, crafted for over a thousand years, is believed to be among
the earliest hard soaps. Today’s bar soaps trace their lineage to this tradition.

The City of Palmyra was an Ancient Global Hub: Palmyra served as a major trade center
connecting the Roman Empire with Persia, India, and China, earning the nickname “Bride of the
Desert.” Syria has a tradition of craftsmanship that spans millennia, from Damascene steel and
mosaic woodwork to intricate textiles. Syrian artisans have maintained techniques passed down
through countless generations. During the Middle Ages, Aleppo was a major trading post along
the Silk Road, the ancient network of trade routes that connected China with the West.

Aramaic is still spoken in Syria today. During ancient times, Aramaic was the lingua franca across
many civilizations, including Greece and Egypt. Today, it is only spoken in small communities in
Syria, Iran, Turkey, Irag, Armenia, and Georgia.

U. Desmond Alufohai
Division Director Il
Protocol & International Affairs Division

April marks a powerful transition period as
consumers shift from winter routines to the
energy of spring renewal. True to its Latin
root Aprilis, meaning “to open,” the month
invites a natural reset as warmer weather
arrives and traditions like  Easter,
spring-cleaning, and seasonal refreshes take
hold. Shoppers begin updating their homes,
wardrobes, and daily habits, embracing
lighter fabrics, brighter colors, and
event-ready styles in anticipation of
graduations, weddings, and upcoming
travel. At the same time, interest in outdoor
living surges, garden centers fill with

early-season shoppers selecting flowers,
soil, patio décor, and outdoor furniture as
planting season begins.

Beyond seasonal trends, April also carries
meaningful  global observances that
highlight our shared responsibility to one
another and to the planet.

We join well-wishers worldwide in
recognizing World Earth Day and
International Mother Earth Day, both of
which underscore the importance of
environmental stewardship and the
interconnectedness of all living systems. We
also honor Autism Awareness Month,
celebrating neurodiversity and supporting
greater inclusion, understanding, and
advocacy for individuals and families in the
autism community.

In the same spirit of unity, we proudly salute
the nations celebrating their independence
in April. Together, these observances remind
us of the strength of community, the beauty
of diversity, and the values that connect us
across borders, making April not just a
season of renewal but a month of
meaningful reflection and collective
purpose.
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DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR RELATIONS

The Importance of Diplomacy, Treaties, Immunities, and Privileges

In an increasingly interconnected world—one where more than 8.23 billion people share the same planet—international cooperation is not
optional; it is essential. As nations confront shared challenges such as migration, climate change, trade, and global security, diplomacy remains
the primary tool that allows countries to engage constructively rather than collide. At the heart of this system are four pillars: diplomacy, treaties,
immunities, and privileges. Together, they form the framework that keeps global relations stable, predictable, and peaceful.

While diplomacy has existed for thousands of years, modern diplomacy—with its formal rules, permanent embassies, and standardized
protocols, dates to the Congress of Vienna in 1815. Convened after the Napoleonic Wars, the Congress brought together major European powers
to restore stability and redraw political boundaries. More importantly, it established enduring principles that still guide international relations
today:

e Permanent diplomatic missions rather than temporary envoys

e Standardized ranks and protocols for ambassadors

e Recognition of diplomatic immunities and privileges

e  Collective security through regular consultation among states

The Congress of Vienna created what historians call the “Concert of Europe,” a system of continuous dialogue that helped prevent major
continental wars for nearly a century. Its legacy lives on in today’s diplomatic institutions, from foreign ministries to multilateral organizations.

Diplomacy: The First Line of Peace

Diplomacy is the art and practice of managing international relations through dialogue rather than force. It enables nations to:
e Resolve disputes without resorting to conflict

Build alliances and long-term partnerships

e Coordinate responses to global issues

e  Promote economic, cultural, and scientific exchange

Diplomacy is often the quiet force behind ceasefires, trade agreements, humanitarian access, and crisis de-escalation. It ensures continuous
communication between nations, reducing the risk of misunderstandings that could escalate into conflict.

Treaties: The Legal Backbone of International Cooperation
Treaties transform diplomatic dialogue into binding commitments. They govern nearly every aspect of global interaction, including:
e Trade and economic relations
e  Environmental protection
e Human rights
e  Maritime boundaries
e Arms control
e Scientific and cultural exchange

Without treaties, international relations would rely solely on goodwill—an unstable foundation in a world of diverse interests. Treaties create
predictability, ensuring that nations understand their rights, responsibilities, and the consequences of non-compliance.

Immunities and Privileges: Protecting the Channels of Dialogue
Diplomats must be able to perform their duties without fear of harassment, coercion, or legal entanglement. For this reason, international law
grants them specific immunities and privileges, including:
e  Protection from arrest or detention
Inviolability of diplomatic premises and communications
e Tax exemptions and freedom of movement
e Legal immunity for official acts

These protections are not personal perks, they are functional necessities. They ensure that diplomats can negotiate, communicate, and
represent their nations even during periods of political strain. Immunities and privileges safeguard the diplomatic process itself, preventing host
nations from using legal pressure to influence foreign representatives.

In a world where the most populous nations hold enormous influence, the stakes of international cooperation are higher than ever. Global
stability depends on nations engaging through established diplomatic channels rather than unilateral action. The more interconnected and
complex the world becomes, the more essential these diplomatic foundations are. Diplomacy prevents conflict. Treaties create order.
Immunities and privileges protect the system that makes both possible. Together, they form the architecture of peaceful international
relations—an architecture that has evolved since 1815 and remains vital in today’s rapidly changing world.
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CULTURE, CREATIVITY AND LIFESTYLE TIDBITS

The Enduring Appeal and Mystery of April Fools’ Day

Every year on April 1, people around the world embrace a tradition
built on humor, mischief, and lighthearted deception. April Fools’ Day
has become a global celebration of creativity, inspiring everything
from simple household pranks to elaborate media hoaxes. Yet despite
its popularity, the origins of this playful holiday remain uncertain,
adding to its charm and mystique.

Long before April 1 became associated with pranks, ancient cultures
welcomed spring with festivals marked by humor, role reversal, and
joyful chaos. These celebrations reflected the unpredictable shift
from winter to spring — a time when nature itself seemed to play
tricks with sudden changes in weather.

The Roman festival Hilaria, held on March 25, encouraged
participants to wear disguises and mock public figures in a spirit of
communal release. Similarly, the Hindu festival Holi, celebrated in late
February or March, is filled with color, laughter, and playful teasing.
While these events are not direct ancestors of April Fools’ Day, they
share the same spirit of exuberance and renewal that characterizes
the modern holiday.

One of the most popular theories about the holiday’s origins centers
on the adoption of the Gregorian calendar in 1582. Before this reform,
many Europeans celebrated the New Year in late March. When France
officially moved New Year’s Day to January 1, some people either
resisted the change or failed to hear about it. Those who continued
celebrating the old date were mocked as “April fools,” and pranksters
seized the opportunity to play tricks on them. Another explanation
points to the vernal equinox, when unpredictable weather may have
inspired the idea of being “fooled” by nature. While none of these
theories can be proven, they highlight the cultural backdrop that
allowed April Fools’ Day to flourish.

As the tradition spread across Europe and beyond, different countries
added their own twists. In France, prank victims are called poisson
d’avril, or “April fish,” and children tape paper fish to unsuspecting
friends. In Scotland, the celebration spans two days, beginning with
“Gowkie Day” and continuing with “Tailie Day,” famous for the classic
“kick me” sign. In the United Kingdom, newspapers and broadcasters
have long embraced the holiday with clever hoaxes that often fool
thousands.

Despite its mysterious origins, April Fools’ Day endures because it taps
into something universal: the joy of shared laughter. Whether through
ancient festivals, calendar quirks, or modern media stunts, the
holiday invites people to embrace playfulness, creativity, and
connection. It also offers a rare cultural pause, reminding us not to
take ourselves too seriously in a world that often feels heavy.
Moments of lightheartedness build resilience, allowing communities
to reconnect through shared, simple joy.

For one day each year, the world becomes a little lighter — a reminder
that humor, even in small doses, brings people together.

World Art Day

World Art Day, celebrated every April 15,
is a global tribute to creativity and its
power to connect communities.
Established by the International
Association of Art in 2012 and officially
recognized by UNESCO in 2019, the day
honors the legacy of Leonardo da Vinci
and highlights art’s essential role in cultural diversity, dialogue, and
innovation.

The 2026 theme, “A Garden of Expression: Cultivating Community
Through Art,” emphasizes how creativity flourishes when shared. Like
a garden, artistic expression grows stronger through collaboration,
nurturing interpersonal connections, strengthening community
bonds, and inspiring unity.

This year’s celebration is especially meaningful as the world navigates
rapid technological change, social fragmentation, and global
challenges. Art continues to support mental well-being, spark creative
problem-solving, promote inclusion, and help achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals. Communities worldwide are marking the
occasion with exhibitions, collaborative workshops, digital galleries,
VR experiences, and school-based art initiatives. Many events also
spotlight urgent issues such as climate change, human rights, and
identity through visual storytelling and immersive installations.

A standout contributor to this year’s celebrations is MIA Galleries, the
arts and exhibitions program at Miami International Airport. Founded
in 1996 and operated by the Miami-Dade Aviation Department’s
Division of Fine Arts and Cultural Affairs, MIA Galleries enriches the
travel experience with curated displays that reflect South Florida’s
vibrant culture and creative talent. As Miami hosts major global art
events like #MiamiArtWeek and #ArtBasel, MIA Galleries serves as a
year-round cultural gateway, welcoming millions into the region’s
artistic spirit.

World Art Day 2026 invites everyone to participate—visit a gallery,
join a workshop, explore public art, or share your own creative voice
using #WorldArtDay2026. This year’s theme reminds us that when
we cultivate creativity together, we strengthen the roots of
community, connection, and collective expression.

As digital creativity expands, World Art Day 2026 also highlights
technology’s growing influence on artistic expression. Al-assisted
design, augmented-reality murals, projection mapping, and global
livestreamed performances allow artists to reach wider audiences
beyond traditional spaces. Rather than replacing human creativity,
these tools amplify it, enabling new forms of storytelling and
collaboration. Institutions worldwide are embracing hybrid programs
that blend physical and digital experiences, keeping art accessible,
participatory, and relevant in an interconnected world.
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BRIEFS AND NOTES

Autism Awareness Month: Understanding, Acceptance, and Inclusion

Each April, communities across the globe come together to observe Autism Awareness Month, a time dedicated to increasing understanding,
promoting acceptance, and supporting individuals and families affected by autism spectrum disorder (ASD). The month begins with World
Autism Awareness Day on April 2, which the United Nations recognizes, and continues with events and educational efforts that highlight the
importance of embracing neurodiversity.

What Is Autism Spectrum Disorder?

According to the National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH), autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is a neurological and developmental disorder
that affects how people interact with others, communicate, learn, and behave. Although autism can be diagnosed at any age, it is described
as a “developmental disorder” because symptoms generally appear in the first two years of life. It can influence communication, social
engagement, and behavior, often appearing through repetitive actions or highly focused interests. The term “spectrum” reflects the wide
range of characteristics and support needs among individuals with ASD.

ASD includes conditions once viewed as separate—such as autism, Asperger’s syndrome, and childhood disintegrative disorders, but that
are now understood as part of a broader spectrum. Symptoms typically appear in early childhood. Some children show signs within the first
year, while others may develop typically at first and then experience a loss of skills between 18 and 24 months. Although there is no cure,
early intervention can significantly improve communication, learning, and daily functioning.

Mary Temple Grandin stands as one of the most influential and respected figures in the autism community. Diagnosed with autism as a
child, she overcame significant communication challenges to become a pioneering scientist, best-selling author, and global advocate for
neurodiversity. Her groundbreaking work in animal behavior transformed livestock handling practices worldwide, and her books and lectures
have helped millions better understand autism. Grandin’s story is a powerful reminder that different ways of thinking are not limitations—
they are strengths that can lead to extraordinary contributions.

Also, the following well-known individuals have openly shared their autism diagnoses, helping to raise awareness and show the world the
power of diverse minds:

Anthony Hopkins, Academy Award—winning actor, credits his Asperger’s traits with helping him focus intensely on his craft.

Temple Grandin Scientist, author, and one of the most influential advocates for autism. Her work revolutionized livestock handling and
expanded global understanding of ASD.

Daryl Hannah, Actress and environmental activist, has spoken about her early struggles and how she learned to thrive with autism.

Dan Aykroyd Comedian and actor whose focused interests and creativity helped inspire Ghostbusters.

Susan Boyle, the singer who shared her Asperger’s diagnosis after rising to fame, became a voice for acceptance and understanding.
Satoshi Tajiri, the creator of Pokémon, has said his autism shaped his creativity and passion for imaginative world-building.

A Brief History of Autism Awareness Month
Autism Awareness Month has grown over decades, shaped by advocacy, research, and global collaboration:
e 1970 — The Beginning: Psychologist Dr. Bernard Rimland launched the first national autism awareness efforts, choosing April to
symbolize renewal and new beginnings.
e 1963-1970s — A Symbol Takes Shape: The National Autistic Society introduced the puzzle piece symbol, representing the complexity
of autism. It later became an internationally recognized emblem of awareness.
e 1988 — National Recognition: President Ronald Reagan issued the first official proclamation declaring April as National Autism
Awareness Month, increasing visibility and support for research and services.
e 2004-Present — A Global Movement: Autism Speaks launched the Light It Up Blue campaign, inspiring landmarks worldwide to
shine blue in solidarity. Over time, the focus has expanded from awareness to acceptance, inclusion, and empowerment.

Dispelling Common Myths

Misconceptions can create barriers for individuals with ASD. Replacing myths with facts fosters a more supportive and inclusive community:
Myth: Vaccines cause autism. Fact: Extensive research shows no link between vaccines and autism.

Myth: Children with autism cannot form emotional connections. Fact: They experience deep emotions and meaningful relationships, though
they may express them differently.

Myth: Children with autism do not want friends. Fact: Many desire friendships but may need support navigating social interactions.

Myth: Autism is caused by poor parenting. Fact: Autism is a neurodevelopmental condition with biological origins, not a result of parenting
style.

Together, we move closer to a world where every autistic person is valued, supported, and empowered to thrive.
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The World’s Only Four-Country Crossroads: A Landscape of National Parks and the Planet’s Most Powerful Waterfall

Southern Africa is home to some of the world’s most
extraordinary natural and cultural treasures, and
among them is a geographic landmark unlike any
other: the Kazungula Quadripoint, often referred to
as the “Four Corners of Africa.” This rare intersection,
where Zambia, Zimbabwe, Botswana, and Namibia
converge, sits within the expansive Kavango-Zambezi
Transfrontier Conservation Area — one of the largest
and most biodiverse protected regions on the
continent.

Although many international travelers gravitate
toward well-known destinations such as South
Africa, the Kazungula region remains one of Africa’s
most compelling yet under-explored areas. Its
appeal lies in the remarkable diversity of landscapes
and experiences found within a relatively small
radius. Here, visitors can witness the power of a
world-renowned waterfall, observe wildlife in its
natural habitat, and stand at a meeting point of four nations — all in a single journey.

A rainbow seen over Victoria Falls. Credit: Tarvn White/Travel + Leisure

Victoria Falls straddles the border of Zambia and Zimbabwe. It is recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site and celebrated as one of the
Seven Natural Wonders of the World. Experiencing the falls from multiple vantage points deepens appreciation for their scale and

significance. The Mosi-oa-Tunya/Victoria Falls is the world’s greatest sheet of falling water and is significant worldwide for its exceptional
geological and geomorphological features and active land-forming processes, with outstanding beauty attributed to the falls, i.e., the spray,
mist, and rainbows.

In Zambia’s Mosi-oa-Tunya National Park, the cascades are surrounded by mist and the unmistakable thunder of the water. Known locally as
“The Smoke That Thunders,” the falls create an atmosphere that is both humbling and energizing. The constant roar, the cooling spray, and
the rainbow suspended above the gorge combine to create a scene that feels almost cinematic. From the Zimbabwean side, the panoramic
views reveal the full breadth of the falls — a sweeping curtain of water that stretches more than a mile across.

Beyond the falls, the broader Kazungula region offers a wealth of natural and cultural experiences. The Zambezi River supports thriving
ecosystems where elephants, hippos, and countless bird species move freely across borders. The recently completed Kazungula Bridge,
connecting Botswana and Zambia, has enhanced regional mobility and strengthened economic ties, underscoring the area’s growing
importance as a hub for tourism, conservation, and cross-border collaboration.

Standing at the quadripoint itself is a powerful reminder of how geography can shape connection. In a world where borders often symbolize
division, this unique location highlights the shared stewardship of natural resources and the collaborative spirit that defines Southern Africa’s
conservation efforts.

For organizations and individuals alike, the Kazungula region offers valuable lessons in partnership, sustainability, and the importance of
preserving the natural world. It is a destination that inspires reflection, encourages responsible travel, and showcases the extraordinary
beauty that emerges when nations work together to protect their shared environment.

Together, these shared landscapes remind us that conservation is not just a responsibility but a collective legacy. Protecting regions like
Kazungula ensures that vital ecosystems and cultural connections endure for generations. The quadripoint stands as a symbol of what is
possible when nations choose collaboration over division. It demonstrates how shared natural heritage can unite communities across
borders. In safeguarding this remarkable place, we honor both the natural world and our shared future. And ultimately, Kazungula shows
that when countries work together, the results can be as powerful and inspiring as the landscapes they protect.

Source: Travel + Leisure.
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International Mother Earth Day

The International Mother Earth Day provides an opportunity
to raise global public awareness of the challenges to the
planet's well-being and to all the life it supports. The Day also
recognizes a collective responsibility, as called for in the 1992
Rio Declaration, to promote harmony with nature and the
Earth, to achieve a just balance among the economic, social,
and environmental needs of the present and future
generations of humanity.

Earth Day is celebrated annually on April 22. The historical
significance of Earth Day, first celebrated on April 22, 1970, in
the United States, stems from a massive oil spill in Santa
Barbara, California, which mobilized 20 million Americans to
protest pollution and advocate for environmental protection.
This grassroots movement led to landmark legislation,
including the Clean Air Act and Clean Water Act, and laid the
foundation for the creation of the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA). Its success demonstrated the power of civic engagement in shaping environmental policy. Earth Day was created to raise
awareness and support environmental protection worldwide.

National Arbor Day, which is observed on Friday, April 24, 2026 — the last Friday of April — is another popular observance that helps the
environment by encouraging individuals to plant trees and other plants. This date marks the 154%™ anniversary of the first Arbor Day, the 54"
anniversary of the Arbor Day Foundation, and the 50" anniversary of the Tree City USA program. The Arbor Day Foundation’s flagship 2026
initiative is the Million Trees Project, a spring campaign that aims to plant 1 million new trees while collecting “tree stories” from individuals
and communities nationwide. State observances vary by planting zone; for example, Colorado observes Arbor Day on April 17, 2026, while
North Dakota observes it on May 1, 2026.

Earth Day has grown into a worldwide movement engaging over 1 billion people annually, driving environmental awareness, policy change,
and community action across more than 190 countries. The movement unites individuals, communities, NGOs, and governments to promote
sustainability, climate action, and biodiversity protection. Activities include tree planting, waste reduction campaigns, clean-up drives, and
educational programs, fostering a culture of environmental responsibility worldwide. Earth Day has influenced global environmental policy
and education. Governments and organizations use it to highlight climate change, pollution, and conservation issues. For example, the
European Union has integrated climate education into school curricula from kindergarten through grade 12, reflecting Earth Day’s emphasis
on preparing communities to address the climate crisis. The movement also promotes women'’s leadership in environmental advocacy and
encourages citizen engagement in policymaking. Other initiatives focus on creating waste-free communities, promoting renewable energy,
and supporting sustainable consumer practices. These efforts demonstrate how collective action can produce measurable environmental
benefits.

Beyond policy and projects, Earth Day fosters a global culture of sustainability. It encourages individuals to adopt eco-friendly habits, such
as reducing plastic use, conserving water, and supporting green
businesses. By connecting local actions to global outcomes, Earth Day | The world population is approximately 8.23 billion people.
emphasizes that small, meaningful efforts contribute to the health of the . India — 1.463 billion

planet. . People’s Republic of China — 1.416 billion

. United States — 347 million

Earth Day’s global impact is profound, combining policy influence,
community engagement, education, and environmental action. It serves
as both a symbolic and practical reminder that protecting the planet
requires coordinated efforts across nations, organizations, and individuals
to ensure a sustainable future for generations to come. It feels good to get
outside, meet new people, and work together to make our world a
greener and healthier place, full of trees and native plants that fight
climate change, cool our homes, clean our air and water, and so much
more.

. Indonesia — 286 million
. Pakistan — 255 million
. Nigeria — 237 million

. Brazil — 213 million

. Bangladesh — 175 million

O O IN|(O U A WIN|R

. Russia — 144 million
10. Ethiopia — 135 million

According to Factsinstitute.com, the world’s population has exceeded 8 billion people. The table above shows the top ten most populous
nations.
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https://plantwithpurpose.org/stories/what-is-arbor-day/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc_grant&utm_campaign=PERFMAX&utm_content=6539384262&utm_term=%7bsearchterm%7d&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22027518930&gbraid=0AAAAAD0hMWyFgWMKfWsyPe45k694oXpMG&gclid=Cj0KCQjwm6POBhCrARIsAIG58CKaCILBr-D8eVg59X_-bHzZ73XW_gfMV5eA3snXM4cN3GAhp8PTPWkaAhtPEALw_wcB
https://www.arborday.org/news/arbor-day-foundation-tree-city-usa-program-celebrates-50th-anniversary
https://www.arborday.org/news/arbor-day-foundation-tree-city-usa-program-celebrates-50th-anniversary
https://factsinstitute.com/category/ranking/

INDEPENDENCE AND NATIONAL DAYS (APRIL 2026)

April 1, 1979 - Iran: The Islamic Republic of Iran was officially established following the 1979 revolution and referendum.

April 4, 1960 - Senegal: On this date, Senegal gained independence from France. Initially, Senegal was part of the Mali Federation, which
dissolved on August 20, 1960, after which Senegal became fully independent as a separate nation.

April 9, 1991 - Georgia declared independence from the Soviet Union. Previously, Georgia had declared independence from Soviet Russia
on May 26, 1918, but the Soviet Union re-annexed it in 1921.

April 16, 1940 - Denmark: This date marks the birthday of Queen Margrethe II, celebrated nationally as her official
birthday.

April 17, 1946 - Syria: On this day, Syria declared complete independence from France after French troops withdrew. Syria had been under
a French mandate since the end of World War I.

April 18, 1980 - Zimbabwe: Zimbabwe gained independence from the United Kingdom. Under British rule, the country was previously
known as Rhodesia.

April 26, 1964 - Tanzania: Union Day commemorates the union of Tanganyika and Zanzibar on April 26, 1964, forming the United Republic
of Tanganyika and Zanzibar. The country was renamed the United Republic of Tanzania on October 29, 1964.

April 27, 1960 - Togo: On this date, Togo gained independence from a French-administered United Nations trusteeship.

April 27, 1961 - Sierra Leone: On this day, Sierra Leone gained independence from the United Kingdom.

April 27, 1967 - The Netherlands: King’s Day (Koningsdag) celebrates the birthday of King Willem-Alexander. It was previously celebrated
on April 30 in honor of former Queen Juliana but was moved to April 27 after King Willem-Alexander’s accession.

April 27, 1994 - South Africa: Freedom Day marks the first post-apartheid democratic elections held in 1994.
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